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Art 
 
You need to research into natural forms and collect at least 10 different images of them. 
Here are some suggestions, leaves, flowers, seeds, shells, wood, plants, fruits, vegetables. 
(Remember not animals as we study them later in year 8.) 
 
You need to arrange these on a power point slide OR a word document and attach it to class 
charts to submit it. Try and be creative with your presentation, you could consider a title, a 
border, or some notes about the natural forms you have found. 
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DT 

For this half term you will have two tasks linking to what you are learning in DT about design. 

Task 1: watch the following YouTube video. The genius of the London Tube Map | Small Thing Big Idea, a TED series (youtube.com) and use the 

Cornell Note method to make notes, summarise, create questions and self-quiz. The link will be available on ClassCharts. 

 

Task 2: watch the following YouTube video. The Gherkin - Sustainable Building Design (UCL IEDE/VEIV) - YouTube and use the Cornell Note 

method to make notes, summarise, create questions and self-quiz. The link will be available on ClassCharts. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iBErp8qvWZg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2qaMn7O6jlM
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English 

 

  

Week 1: Gothic Vocabulary 

Antagonist: person who actively 

opposes or is hostile to someone or 

something; an enemy 

Barrow: a large mound of earth or 

stones over the remains of the dead 

Bildungsroman: a novel dealing with a 

character’s formative years, a coming-

of-age story 

Genre: a style of art, music, or 

literature 

Greed: intense and selfish desire for 

something 

Gothic: uses dark and supernatural 

elements such as horror, mystery, and 

dread 

Guardianship: the position of being 

legally responsible for the care of 

someone who is unable to manage 

their own affairs 

Hero: person who is admired for their 

courage, outstanding achievements 

Macabre: disturbing because 

concerned with or causing a fear 

Week 4: Essential Grammar: 

Noun – a word that names 

something: a person, place, thing, 

or idea.  

Concrete noun – a word for a 

physical object, e.g. Table, chair, 

pen 

Abstract noun – a word for an 

abstract idea, e.g. love, war, peace, 

hatred.  

Noun phrase – a group of words 

that function as a noun in a 

sentence. E.g. ‘The plate with the 

food.’ 

Auxiliary verb – also known as 

‘helping verbs’, help the main verb 

in a sentence by expanding its 

meaning. E.g. I am playing (am is 

the auxiliary verb).  

Verbs – a word that describes an 

action. 

Adverbs – a word that describes a 

verb. 

 

Week 3: Key English Terminology: 

Word class – a type of word such as ‘verb’, 

‘noun’, ‘adjective’.  

Simile – a comparison of two things using 

‘like’ or ‘as’ – ‘she is as fast as a cheetah.’ 

Metaphor – a comparison of two things by 

saying one literally is the other, ‘she is a 

diamond.’ 

Personification – using human qualities to 

describe something non-human.  

Pathetic fallacy – where the weather reflects 

the mood. Bright, sunny days to show a 

joyful mood.  

Semantic field – a group of words connected 

by a theme. 

Alliteration – The same letter or sound at the 

start of multiple words 

Imagery – detailed descriptions that enable 

the reader to picture what is described. 

Onomatopoeia – words that sound like the 

word they are describing ‘bang’ ‘crash’. 

Juxtaposition – describing two things that 

are not similar next to each other to highlight 

the differences.  

 

Week 2: Gothic Vocabulary 

Mausoleum: a stately or impressive 

building housing a tomb or group of 

tombs 

Morbid: an unusual interest in 

disturbing and unpleasant subjects, 

especially death and diseases 

Monologue: speech with only one 

person speaking 

Protagonist: the leading character or 

one of the major characters in a 

novel.  

Supernatural: some force beyond 

scientific understanding or the laws 

of nature 

Tomb: a large vault, typically an 

underground one, for burying the 

dead 

Vulnerability: a weakness 

Villain: a character whose evil actions 

or motives are important for the plot.  
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Week 5: Context – Jungle Book 

Inspiration is from The Jungle Book 

This is a bildungsroman (coming of 

age story). There are many 

similarities with The Graveyard 

Book. 

Much of the book focuses on 

Mowgli, a boy who grows up in the 

jungle. 

In “Mowgli’s Brothers,” Mowgli is 

raised by the Wolf Pack and learns 

the Law of the Jungle. He eventually 

leaves the wolves but vows to 

return when he has defeated the 

tiger Shere Khan. 

In “Kaa’s Hunting,” Mowgli is taken 

to the Cold Lairs by the Monkey 

People and rescued by Baloo the 

bear, Bagheera the panther, and Kaa 

the python. 

In “Tiger! Tiger!” Mowgli defeats 

Shere Khan and decides to become 

a lone hunter. 

In the Graveyard Book, Bod is raised 

by ghosts, learns the laws of the 

dead and eventually leaves. 

Week 8: Essential Grammar: 

Adjectives – a word that describes a 

noun. 

Participles – a word formed from a 

verb but used as an adjective or a 

noun in a sentence. (E.g. taking the 

verb ‘working’ and using it as a 

noun in a sentence - a working 

woman)  

Articles – a word that comes before 

a noun to show whether it is specific 

or general. The definite article is 

‘the’, to make a noun specific. ‘The 

cup of tea’. The indefinite article is 

‘a’ to make a noun general. ‘A cup of 

tea’.  

Co-ordinating conjunctions – 

connects words, phrases, and 

clauses together. The acronym 

FANBOYS can help to remember 

them all. For, And, Nor, But Or, Yet, 

So  

Pronoun – a word that can be used 

in place of a noun to reduce 

repetition. For example, ‘I have a 

dog. She is brown and white.’  ‘She’ 

is the pronoun, instead of ‘the dog’.  

Week 7: Origins of gothic literature 

The Goths were a Germanic tribe 

renowned for being uncivilised and 

going against the accepted rules of 

society.  

The term ‘gothic’ was first coined 

(used) in 1764 by English author 

Horace Walpole in his novel, ‘The 

Castle of Otranto’, subtitled ‘A Gothic 

Story’. The novel was set in a haunted 

castle where the protagonist is 

plagued (haunted) by supernatural 

occurrences.  

Walpole used the term Gothic 

because it refers to medieval 

buildings like castles and churches, 

where a lot of Gothic fiction is set. 

Gothic Literature became immensely 

popular in England and Germany 

during the 18th century, with many 

other genres borrowing its 

conventions.  

Gothic fiction is all about creating 

terror in the reader and using fear to 

create suspense. It is not usually 

bloody and horrific. 

 

Week 6: Context - Witches 

It was primarily old women that were 

accused of being witches, and often 

they were very poor. Any who were 

unfortunate enough to be ‘crone-like’, 

snaggle-toothed, sunken cheeked and 

having a hairy lip were assumed to 

possess the ‘Evil Eye’! If they also had 

a cat this was taken as proof, as 

witches always had a ‘familiar’, the 

cat being the most common. 

Many unfortunate women were 

condemned (thought of as being 

guilty) on this sort of evidence and 

hanged after undergoing appalling 

torture. The ‘pilnie-winks’ (thumb 

screws) and iron ‘caspie-claws’ (a 

form of leg irons heated over a 

brazier) usually got a confession from 

the supposed witch. 

A man called Matthew Hopkins, an 

unsuccessful lawyer, came to help (!) 

He became known as the 

‘Witchfinder General’. He is said to 

have executed (killed) three hundred 

women for being witches between 

1644 and 1646. 
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Reading Articles 
 

You will have a reading article each week linking to the whole school theme for that week: 
 
Week 1: Values 

Week 2: Friendship and Family 

Week 3: Ambition 

Week 4: Black History Month 

Week 5: Equality 

Week 6: Celebration 

Read the article and highlight three words of which you were not sure. Then write the 

definition and draw an image which will help you remember. 

As you read the articles, you will identify that the articles are not in UK English. However, the 
articles offer some great messages. 
 
Use this QR code to access the reading articles read by a teacher: 

 
 
Sparx Reader 
 
On a Tuesday and Friday, you should log on to Sparx reader and spend 30 minutes reading. 
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        Geography       Topic: ‘What makes great Geography ’   

Week 2 - The nature of Geography Week 4 - The UK 

The word geography comes from the Greek word ‘geo’ (the earth) and 
‘graphy’ (to write about) to write about the earth. 
Geography can be categorised into human, physical and environmental 
geography. Human geography is how people interact with the earth, 
nature, and landscapes.  For example, humans pollute the air or build on 
land and take water out of rivers. Physical geography is the natural 
processes such as erosion and landforms on earth such as volcanoes, 
rivers, and deserts. Environmental geography is about natural habitats 
(plants and animals) and how they develop and change and interact with 
human activity. Examples include deforestation (chopping down trees), 
climate change (the planet is getting warmer) and how humans pollute 
the air, seas, and soil. 
 

Great Britain is the largest of the British Isles, containing England, Scotland, and 
Wales; The United Kingdom also includes Northern Ireland. 
The UK is divided into regions such as the South West where we live. A region is 
an area of a country with similar characteristics such as climate and vegetation. 
London is the capital of the UK, located in the south-east of England on the River 
Thames. The highest mountain is Ben Nevis in Scotland, and the longest river is 
The River Severn. The total population of the UK in 2024 was 67.85 million. 
The population distribution means how people are spread out across the UK. 
Some regions are sparsely populated because they are mountainous and cold 
such as the Cambrian mountains whilst other places are densely populated 
because they are flatter and warmer and have a good water supply such as the 
south-east of England.  

Week 6 - The Geography of Europe and The World Week 8 - The UK and the wider world 

There are forty-four countries in Europe, Russia is the largest and 
Liechtenstein is the smallest. The total population of Europe in 2024 was 
741,656,711 which is less than 10% of the world’s population. The 
population of Europe is declining. Most of the population in Europe live in 
urban areas - in towns and cities - where there are more jobs and 
facilities. Fewer people live in rural areas - the countryside - as there are 
fewer services such as hospitals. 
Our world has seven continents and five oceans. The largest continent is 
Asia, and the largest ocean is the Pacific. We use latitude and longitude 
lines to locate places in the word. The equator is 0o latitude so is the 
middle of the earth between the poles (north and south) and the 
Greenwich Meridian is 0o longitude so the middle of the planet west to 
east. 
 

The UK has many links with other countries in the world. The UK exports goods 
worth £250 billion a year. The Channel Tunnel has meant that people and goods 
can move quickly to European countries. Media exports have increased 
enormously such as Peppa Pig which is exported to 170 countries around the 
world.  
The 56 Commonwealth countries which used to be part of the British Empire 
meet every 2 years to discuss common values and goals to improve the quality 
of life for people. 
The British public voted for Brexit in 2016. Now people from Europe must apply 
for a visa to live and work here. Another organisation that The UK belongs to is 
NATO which is an alliance of 28 countries bordering the North Atlantic Ocean. 
NATO was created in 1949 to provide security for those nations against the 
possible expansion of Russia.  

https://www.castleschool.co.uk/


  

13 
 

History  

Week Core Essential Knowledge Disciplinary literacy 
Week 1 - What was the 
Roman Empire and how did it 
support itself? 

The city of Rome was founded in 753BC. The Romans wanted an empire and invaded 
other countries including Britain, France, Spain with the Roman Army. 
It lasted for over five hundred years!  
The Emperor led the Empire. The Roman Army would conquer and then run the country.  
Society was organised so that the Empire would be successful – through trade to 
support the wealth of the Empire. 
Britain would trade Wool, leather, and metal back to Rome to support the wealth of 
the Empire. 

Key vocab:  
Conquer – A successful invasion 
of another country. 
Empire One country taking over 
other countries and being ruled by 
one Emperor/Leader. 
Emperor -Ruler of an Empire. 
Trade The Act of buying and selling 
goods. 

Week 1 - Why did the Roman 
army conquer Britain in 
43AD? 

 

Romans felt it was their right to have an Empire. Virgil, a Roman poet said: “Remember 
you are Roman. It will be your job to rule over other countries, so that the world becomes 
peaceful, and everyone obeys Roman law.”   
The Main Reasons Romans Invaded. 
Economic Britain had silver and gold mines. The Empire would use the wealth to feed 
the empire and pay the Army. 
Society – Romans felt it was their duty to improve the lives of people. Julius Caesar 
thought the British were strong and would help strengthen the Army. 
Political – Caesar thought it would make him look stronger and continue to protect the 
empire from enemy states. 

Key vocab:  
Empire – See Lesson 1  
Invasion – When a country takes 
over another country. 
Economic factor – When money is 
a key reason for change. 
Social factor. – When people are a 
reason for change. 
Political factor – When Leaders 
make changes to increase power. 

Week 3 - How did the Romans 
deal with the rebellious Brits? 

 

Boudicca was ruler of the Iceni, a tribe of people in ancient Britain know as Celts. As a 
warrior queen she led her people against the invasions of the Romans, destroying cities 
like Colchester and London. She was unable to defeat them.  

Reason Roman beat the 
Celts. 

Reason Celts lost  

Romans were highly trained. 
Romans had hard wearing 
equipment. 
Romans used tactics to trap 
the Iceni. 

The Celts were farmers.  
Celts had less training. 
Celts did not wear Armour 
or equipment and only 
used tools as weapons. 
 

 

Key vocab:  
Empire – See lesson 1. 
Invasion – See lesson 2. 
Rebellious = A behaviour that goes 
against the rules. 
Celts – The Native people to 
Britain. 
 
 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1LhT7rCC6O8
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Week 3 - How did good 
organisation help the Roman 
Army to be so successful? 

 

• Main part of the army were the LEGIONS. 
• These were made up of around 5000-6000 men. 
• A legion was divided into ten cohorts. 
• Each cohort was made up of six centuries. 
• A centurion commanded the centuries. 
• Centuries had 80 - 100 men. 
• They were responsible for training the soldiers under their command and making 

sure everyone obeyed. 
• Some were very cruel and would carry a stick, which they used to beat soldiers. 
• Most soldiers joined between 18-20 years old. 
• There were three 30km marches each month. 
• On each march the legionary would carry twenty-five kilos of equipment. Regular 

practises of weapons. 
 

Key Vocab: 
Centurion - A Roman who trained 
the soldiers under his command. 
Cohort – A group of about six 
hundred men in the Roman Army 
Legion - The main part of the 
Roman Army was called the legion 
and led by the Legate. 
 

Week 5 - What were the tactics 
used by the Romans in battle? 

 

THE ORB - The legionaries form a circle around the officers and the archers (these were the 
most important people!) using their shields as protection. 
THE WALL - The soldiers form a line, with the men at the front crouching down with their 
shields in front of them and their spears stick out of the gaps. The men behind put their 
shields over the top of the men in front and have their spears ready to throw. This would 
even stop horses from charging. 
The Wedge is at the front of the ‘V’ and the legionaries form the sides of the ‘V.’ They must 
stay close together to stop the enemy from breaking the line.  
The Tortoise is square. The men at the front hold their shields in front of them. The men at 
the sides hold their shields to the sides. The men in the middle hold their shields above 
them.  

Key Vocab – SEE LEFT 
The Orb. 
The Wedge. 
The Wall. 
The Tortoise. 
 

 
Week 5 - How would armour 
and weapons make Roman 
Soldiers Successful? 

 

 
Armour -. Roman soldiers had armour made of strips of strong iron. The iron made the 
armour strong, and the strips made it flexible. They also had iron helmets which protected 
their heads and neck, but still let them have good vision for fighting.  
Weapons The Roman soldiers used a variety of weapons including a pugio (dagger), gladius 
(sword, see picture to the right), hasta (spear), javelin, and bows and arrows. The soldiers 
trained to fight with their weapons and practised on a regular basis. They would sometimes 
spar with each other using wooden swords. 

 

 
Key Vocab 
Gladius (short sword).  
Pila (javelin).                                                                  
Scutum (Shield). 
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Maths 

On a Tuesday, your Maths task will be set by your teacher. You should log on to Sparx Maths 

to complete this task. Your practice book has an area for your workings which you need to 

use as during the homework, Sparx Maths undertakes a bookwork check. 

On a Thursday you practice independently on an area where you have a gap in your 

knowledge.  
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M L - French 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                    

Adjective

historique
(historic)

relaxant
(relaxing)

moderne
(modern)

moche (ugly)

It is

c est
 it is 

Connective

car
  ecause 

Place

le Canada

le Maroc

la France

la Martinique

Opinion

J adore
    o e 

J aime
    i e 

Je n aime pas
    o  t  i e 

Je d teste
   hate 

Phonics:
J
SFe

Adjective ualifierVerbConnectivePlacePerson verb

histori ue
 historic 

re a a t
 re a i g 

 o er e
  o er  

 oche  ug   

assez
 uite

tr s
 er 

vraiment
rea   

c est
it is

car
 ecause

au Canada
 to  a a a 

au Maroc
 to  orocco Je vais

   go     a 
goi g en France

 to  ra ce 

  la Martinique
 to  arti i ue 

NounOpinionTourist A ractionInfinitivePerson verb

l art
 rt

les sciences
 cie ce

les
monuments
historiques
historic
 o u e ts

J aime
    i e 

Je n aime
pas
    o  t  i e 

le Louvre
  ou re art  useu  

le Centre Pompidou
 Po  i ou  cie ce
ce tre 

l Arcde Triomphe
  rc  e  rio  he 

la Tour Eiffel
  i e   ower 

visiter
Je vais
   go     a 
goi g 

Je voudrais
   wou    i e
to 
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German 
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Mandarin 
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Spanish 
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Music 

1) Go to teachinggadget.com on a computer or scan this QR code on your phone or tablet. 

 

 

 

 

2) Click ‘Log In’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3) Type the username and password below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4) Click ‘My Assignments’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://teachinggadget.com/


  

23 
 

 

5) Click the drop-down box and select your class. Then click the box ‘Select Class’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6) The next page will display the lessons or quizzes you will need to complete for 
homework. Below is an example of what you will see. 
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Pentatonic Scale – 5 note scale. 

D Dynamics How loud or quiet the music is played

R  Rhythm
Rhythm and duration is how long or short a note or rest 

is

                   tea   co  ffee  tea   tea 

S Structure & Form The overall plan or order of a piece of music 

Metre 

How many beats are in the bar and what type of beat 

they are, the Time Signature

The top number shows there are 3 beats in a bar

The bottom number 4 shows the type of beat is a 

crotchet.

Melody The tune. Moving by step or leap? High or low?

I Instrumentation / 

Voices  (Sonority)

Describes the particular sound quality of an instrument 

or voice. E.g the cymbal sounds like a metalic crash

Texture
Texture describes how melody, harmony and rhythm are 

layered in a piece of music

Tempo How fast or slow the piece of music is played

Tonality The key of the piece e.g Major or Minor

H Harmony 
The chords (two notes or more notes played at the same 

time)

M

T
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The fact that you
no longer have
something or have less
of something

Loss

Greatworry caused by
a di cult situation, or
something
that causes this conditi
on

Stress

The periodafter
experiencing a loss.

Bereavement

  y  or s
 oss

 se the QR code to give the name of the
organisationthat supports children
undergoing loss
 ...........................................................

Mental
 ellness

Key words:
Cyberbullying Cyberbullying or cyberharassment is a form
of bullying or harassment using electronic means.
online grooming
 nline grooming is a process of befriending and manipulating children online
for sexual abuse and other forms of child abuse.
emotional abuse
 motional abuse is a type of abuse that is emotional rather than physical in
nature. It can include verbal abuse, constant criticism, intimidation,
manipulation and a refusal to ever be pleased.
online abuse
is any type of abuse that happens on the internet, facilitated through technology
like computers, tablets, mobile phones and other internet-enabled devices.

Equality   Diversity
The Equality Act protects people against discrimination on the
grounds of protected characteristics, of which there are 9:
 age
 disability
 gender reassignment
 marriage and civil partnership
 pregnancy and maternity
 race
 religion or belief
 sex
 sexual orientation

 The r   titi    i t  tio      rti  of one person or group
by another person or group, where the relationship

involves an i         o   o  r . Bullying can be physical,
verbal or psychological.

It can happen face -to-face or online. 

QR code link to 

help and 

support. 
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Science - Biology 

 

 

Week 1 
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Week 2 
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Week 3 

Week 4 
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Week 5 

Week 6 
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Chemistry 

 

Week 1 
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Week 2 
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Week 3 
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Week 4 
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Week 5 
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Week 6 
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Physics 

 

Week 1 

Week 2 
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Week 3 
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Week 4 

Week 5 

Week 6 


